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WHY AN IBW?

"Somewhere in the midst of Americab
babble of fear, hate, condescension,
paternalism and represion, sharp minds,
trained scholarc and committed indivi_
duals must be rxovering the truths of
Ithe black) past and present and point-
ing the way toward a sane future.,,

Vincent Harding, l9Z0

Every social group engaged in the struggle for social
change requires its own intellectuals to interpret its ex-
periences and help plan for the future, From the slavery
p€riod through the Civil Rights era of black struggle indivi-
duals crch as Maftin Delany and Frederick Douglass, W.E.B.
DuBois and Carter Woodson, Martin Luther King, Jr, and
Malcolm X, and a host of others performed this role for
black America. Building on these legacies, IBW seeks to
join with others in serving e similar purpose in the 1970,s
and beyond.

ln the wake of the collapse of the Civil Rights move-
ment during the lats 1960's a group of black scholar-activists
founded the lnstitute of the Black World (lBW). They had
concluded that black people needed to establish control
over the definition of the black past and present if they
were to become masters of their future. With this goal
in mind, they established an institution that was committed
to uneanhing the truth about the black and American past
and present as a means of supporting the post-civil rights
phase of the black freedom struggle. For such truth is critical
if black people are to define their role in creating a sane,
humane future for American society.

Through its programs of research and analysis,
education and publication, IBW attempa to provide black



p€ople (and others who are interestd) with a sense of
historicial perspective; transforming humane values; a clear
understanding of the nature of the struggle that is being
waged to shape America's future; and an abiding faith in
black people's collective capocities to reshape the future
directions of this country. I BW's u ltimate goal is to serve as
an institution of social transformation for the total American
society.

The lnstitute of the Black World is a gathering of black
scholar/activists who are convinced that the gifts of their
minds are meant to be used in the service of the struggles
of the black community. lt is therefore an experiment
with scholarship in the context of struggle.

Currently a 12-15 person staff works from the lnsti-
tute's Atlanta-based offices. ln addition, a network of IBW
Associates, Research Fellows and volunteers regularly assist
the staff in many phases of its work. This network includes
teachers, artists, scholars, writerr, and consultants in a variety
of fields. This group of brothers and sisters, located in this
country, Canada, the Caribbean, and Africa, provide a crucial
reservoir of knowledge, encouragement, counsel, and skill
which immeasurably strengthon IBW's collective efforts.
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WHAT IS IBW?

IBW was incorporated as an independent non-profit
corporation under the laws of the State of Georgia in 1970
and was awarded tax exempt status in 1971. The offices
of the lnstitute are located in the heart of the Atlanta Uni-
versity Center. lt is governed by a Board of Directors with a

National Advisory Council (NAC) assisting in various aspects
of its program development. An Executive Director and a

Staff Council are responsible for the day-to-day manage-
ment of IBW's affairs.



WHERE DID IBW COME FROM?

THE LEGACY of W.E. B. DuBois'use of scholar-
ship in the service of struggle at the Atlanta Uni-
versity Center.

THE LAST stages of the Civil Rights and Black
Power Movements.

THE STRUGGLE for black studies at black educa-
tional institutions and predominantly white colleges
and universities.

THE STRUGGLE to de\relop Black colleges and
universities out of negro colleges and universities.

THE SEARCH for a new understanding of black
America's past and present and black people's
explorations toward the futu re.

THE COMMITMENT of hundreds of black scholar/
activists who have literally willed IBW into existence
and kept it functioning for the past eight years even
in the face of perpetual opposition to its goals and
existence.
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OUT OF:

THE GROPINGS for a new sense of meaning and
purpose of a group of concerned black scholars
who had been involved in the struggle during the
1960's.

THE CRISIS in American and world society that
characterized the late 1960's and 70's.

The INSTITUTE OF THE BLACKWORLD was founded



in 1969 as pan of the Martin Luther King Memorial Center.
ln 1970, the two institutions decided to go their separate
ways. Differencea in philosophy and direction were at the
heart of this split. Since the zummer of 1970, I BW has

functioned as an indapendent institution.

WHAT DOES IBW DO?

"Education in the Unied States can no
longer be for the purposc of earning of for
achieving the 'good life' or for fitting
people into. . . our pre*nt industrial so-
ciety. Education must now be for the
purpose of governing. that is, for the
purpose of changing Eociety and for
chan g i ng ou rse lves si mu ltaneousl y. "

- - -Grace Boggs

The core of IBW's program is educ8tion, but not in
the traditiohal sense of the torm. Rather its purpose is to
contribute to the re-education of black people to their
historical responsibilities- -to Sssume control of their own
destiny and play a critical role in transforming American
society. Recognizing that a vatiety of approaches is neces-
sary to be effective in the service to the black community,
the lnstitute engages in the following activities:

' RESEARCHES historical and contomporary isstres,

political, economic, culutral and social policies and
problems effecting black America.

STUOIES the cultural, political, sexual. economic,
racial and class dimension of ttruggle and the proces-

ses of personal and social transformation.

t

l

PROMOTES the darelopment of an alternative intel-
lectual tradition in black America.
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PUBLISHES newsletters, books, monographs, pam-

phlets and occasional papeni on the problems and

prospects of the black freedom struggle.

PRODUCES audio tapes, radio programs, and other
audio and audio vicral educational material.

DISTRIBUTES books, tape6, n6 
^ip8pers, 

magazines,
prints, and other materials.

SPONSORS conferences, seminars, lectures, workshops,

and rymposia.

CONOUCTS formal and informal education programs.

LECTURES by invitation at schools, conferences,
community organizations and colleges.

CONSULTS with national, state and local organizations,
univercities and colleges.

HOW DOES IBW SERVE?

"ln order to (octiwte) the (untopped)

energy ln the mosses, in order to moke
them owlloble to themselves ond to
htstory,...the pressing need of the hout
is to get the scholorly moterlols out of
the libro es ond boohs into the mlnds
ond muscles of the people."

Lerone Bennett, lr.

ln pursuit of its primary educational oblectives, l8W
conducts, collaborates on and stimulates research on the
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history and prospects of the black freedom struggle in
America. Toward its broader goals, the lnstitute attempts
to work in close cooperation with other individuals, organ-
izations and institutions who are seeking to play a positive
role in the continuing de\relopment of black people. All of
these relationships serve to update these groups' analysis
and understandings of black Americans' problems, and to
enhance the quality and depth of analysis of IBW's own
pro9ram.

Selected examples of these cooperative relationships
and service include:

Creation of selected bibliographies and course outlines
for use byblack teacherc'and students.

Con$ltation with black students, prisoners, and com-
munity groups to develop study guides and self-dwelop-
ment programs.

Cooperation with black colleges, black independent
schools, churches, and other educational institutions
in the creation of new programs.

Development of position papers for black caucuses,
organizations and individual black administrators in
various professional are6, attempting to help define
issues and set directions.

Publication and distribution of a periodic neunletter,
and other publications, to IBW erpporters, masi com-
munications outlets and the black media.

Providing community .rcess to politically conrious,
morally sensitive, information and literature through
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the operation of an audio tape canter and a bookstore-
which carries progressive but often hard-to-find pub-

lications,

HOW IS IBW SUPPORTED?

From the outset, IBW has rreived financial as well
as programmatic aJppon from a divercity of sources and in
various forms. Grants from foundations, religious orqaniza-
tions and local government agencies have made up the largest
ponion of its annual income.

ln addition, contracG with organizations and institu-
tions have provided both cooperative work and income.
lndividual contributions and annual pledges have been
crucial sources of financial $pport over the yeac. They
not only make up twenty-five percent of the annual income,
they also provide a margin of general srpport funds which
enable the organization to be more crestive and flexible in
its program.

Over and above these financial contributions, signifi-
cant aspects of the program of the organization are enriched
by the contributions of time, talent, equipment and other
resources from lriends and associates, and through the
commitment and sacrifices of the staff who receive minimum
salaries,

HOW CAN YOU LEARN MORE ABOUT IBW?

By filling out the attached coupon and sending it in
so you can be placed on the lnstitute's mail list.

By snbscribing to IBW's periodical publications.
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HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT IBW's WORK?

By making regular financial contributions.

By subscribing to IBW's periodical publications.

By encouraging otheB to learn more about the Insti-
tute's work snd to m8ke pledges of regular financial
$ppon.
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